
 DEAR ADMIRAL LOCKLEAR, 

DEAR GUESTS, 

   

It is my pleasure to welcome you today to this ceremony celebrating the 

success of our common integration efforts and achievements.  

The Republic of Bulgaria joined the North Atlantic Treaty Organization in 

2004. From historical point of view, 7 years is not a long period. Yet they are marked 

by a lot of efforts and hard work.  

The Bulgarian Armed Forces have gone through an extensive range of 

transformations. Our guiding documents and procedures have been adjusted to those 

of NATO. In this regard, the Bulgarian Force Structure Review, conducted in 2010, 

complied with the new NATO Defence Planning procedures. In the framework of this 

review several leading documents have been elaborated and approved by the 

Bulgarian government, among which are: The White Paper on Defence, The Armed 

Forces’ Development Plan, The National Security Strategy, The National Defence 

Strategy and The Long-Term Investment Plan. 

 The Bulgarian declared units have gone through intensive training in order to 

achieve interoperability with NATO forces. The certification and affirmation process 

has proved their readiness to participate in NATO operations. During the last several 

years the Bulgarian Armed Forces managed to create a pool of sufficient number of 

evaluators capable of conducting both national certification and NATO affirmation. 

Their experience is of great importance to our efforts to enhance the training of the 

Bulgarian declared units and make it more efficient and effective. 

With these units, as part of a single set of forces, Bulgaria has been 

successfully participating in NATO, UN and EU operations. 

As a NATO member, Bulgaria continues to fulfill its commitment for 

maintaining the training and readiness level of the units designated for NRF rotations. 

A number of Bulgarian officers have been assigned to positions at various 

levels in the NATO Command structure. The Bulgarian military personnel have 

realized that it is a great responsibility to be a NATO member. In this respect, they 

had to deal with a wide range of challenges such as language training, Armed Forces’ 

reforms, new NATO procedures, etc. 

The modernization of the Bulgarian Armed Forces has also become a pressing 

requirement in the context of integration. The Bulgarian Armed Forces’ Development 

Plan has helped us to identify our priorities so that the desired defence capabilities 

could be developed. 

These activities, together with the practical involvement of the Bulgarian 

Armed Forces in NATO-led operations, have enhanced our interoperability with the 

Alliance. Moreover, interoperability of the C2 system and logistics of the Bulgarian 

Armed Forces has been improved as a whole.  

 The achievements I just mentioned would not have been possible without the 

support provided by JFC Naples. 

 Throughout the Integration Working Programs, JFC Naples has provided 

continued support, helping us cope with all the challenges we’ve been facing. In 

addition, all the integration activities over the past years have brought about the 
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establishment of mechanisms for smooth interaction and cooperation between the 

Bulgarian HQs and the respective NATO commands.   

The experience gained by the Bulgarian Armed Forces will further facilitate 

the joint activities and cooperation that will continue without a specific NATO 

support program. It makes me believe that our future work will be part of the regular 

working process. As a full NATO member, the Republic of Bulgaria will continue to 

contribute to the security and stability in the Euro-Atlantic area.         

 Today, we can declare that the Bulgarian Armed Forces have accomplished the 

Integration Plan objectives. Due to the implementation of the integration activities, 

Bulgaria has succeeded to meet the criteria for the closure of the Integration Program 

and we are now ready to finalize this process. It does not mean that the Bulgarian 

Armed Forces are going to stop their further involvement in the integration process. 

Our understanding is that this is an ongoing process. I can assure you, Admiral, that 

we will continue our cooperation and collaboration with JFC Naples and new 

member nations. Furthermore, it will be our privilege to share our experience with 

those nations, provide advice, where necessary, and contribute to incorporating them 

into NATO.    

In this respect, I would like to share my understanding that this ceremony has a 

symbolic meaning. It marks the success of our common integration efforts and 

achievements. The declaration that we are going to sign today will be an affirmation 

of the fulfillment of Bulgaria’s integration goals. 

I would like to take the opportunity to express my gratitude to all the 

Bulgarians and all the NATO personnel involved in the integration process. I would 

also like to thank you personally for the specific assistance and support JFC Naples 

has been providing since the accession of the Republic of Bulgaria to NATO.  

 

 


